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based approaches complement each other in producing the human gene map. Subsequent chapters provide strategies for identifying disease genes and what is known of their molecular pathology, including cancer genetics, and diagnosis of genetic diseases. The section ends with a consideration of the challenge of multigene disorders. References to the Internet based Mendelian Inheritance in Man provide the very latest further reading on genetic disease. The final section includes functional analysis and prospects for gene therapy.
The scope of this book is huge but this should not deter potential readers. The information is presented clearly and with a refreshing directness. The authors want the readers to share their interest and enthusiam for their subject. Human Molecular Genetics is very reader friendly-a great deal can be gained from a little time spent reading. I think this book will be a boon to laboratory scientists, students and medical professionals and will be a volume people will want to continually refer to. I am sure this will be the recommended text for years to come until the next edition. This book is a compilation of presentations from a meeting entitled: 'Membrane Protein Models: Experiment, Theory and Speculation' held in Leeds in Spring 1994, under the auspices of the Molecular Graphics Society. An international group of experts were brought together to discuss the alternative strategies they had each used to produce models, which would further our understanding of the structure of integral membrane proteins. Despite the sequences of many membane proteins having been determined and some functional data being available, knowledge of membrane protein structure is very limited. Since one of the central paradigms in protein research is that sequence determines structure, and the structure determines the function of the protein, more insight into structure is required if our knowledge of protein function is to advance. The book presents a bewildering array of modelling and experimental Ann Clin Biochem 1997: 34 approaches ranging from quantum mechanical calculations to the application of fluorescence techniques to investigate membrane receptor folding and function. Although this is a multi-authored book, each of the chapters follows a similar format with many containing explicit explanations of data analysis and calculations. Most chapters are amply illustrated, and there is a central eightpage section containing some beautifully coloured three-dimensional model predictions.
However, a detailed knowledge of molecular techniques and protein chemistry is probably needed to fully appreciate this book, and it will be of most relevance to membrane physiologists, pharmacologists and structural molecular biologists.
J M BURRIN
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Understanding Accreditation in Laboratory Medicine. By D Burnett. London: ACB Venture Publications, 1996. Pp 312; Price £21.
As the Head of a Department with 2 months to go to a CPA Accreditation Inspection, I was delighted when David Burnett's book was announced and eagerly devoured my copy for all the hints and tips I could get to help us past the inspectors. None the less, after reading it through, I put it aside and went back to the CPA documentation for our final preparation. This was not because of any perceived deficiencies in the book but because it revealed a yawning gap between the ideal, particularly as regards documentation, and our preparation, whieh seemed unbridgeable at the time. Dr Burnett gives two aims for his book 'to introduce the subject of quality and accreditation systems in laboratory medicine' and 'to provide a source of practical information to assist laboratories preparing for accreditation'. The first aim is dealt with in the first two chapters which introduce not just CPA accreditation but also systems from other countries, GLP (Good Laboratory Practice) and the ISO 9000 series of quality systems standards. The whole concept of standardization and the procedure of assessment against quality criteria is approached in the second chapter. This is the backbone on which the rest of the book is built,
